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The ionization parameter

[+ U, the ratio of ionizing photon to hydrogen
densities . o
¢ No matter how intense the radiation field,
+ See 1979 how large the U, ions with ionization
potentials higher than the highest energy in
the SED cannot be produced

U and T(star) determine ionization

2.7 Photoionization of Heavy Elements

Finally, let us examine the ionization of the heavy elements, of which O, C, Ne, N,
i, and Fe, with abundances (by number) of order 10~ to 10 that of H, are the
most abundant. ilibri for any stages of
fonization i and i + 1 of any element X may be written

n(x* /m %’Vm(xﬂ)du =nX*Hrx*)
A @30

=n (X nagX T, 1),
where n(X*+) and n(X*++') are the number densities of the two successive stages of
at ) is i tion from the ground level of X'
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